A LETTER TO PRESIDENT TRUMAN BY DR. KAZYS GRINIUS, 
FORMER PRESIDENT OF LITHUANIA 


The Hon. Harry S. Truman 
President of the United States. 
Sir: 

The present undeserved misfortunes and sufferings 
of the Lithuanian people, now passing through a most 
ruthless process of dispersion and extermination, have 
given me, a former President of the Democratic Republic 
of Lithuania, the courage to take the bold and unusual 
step of directing an appeal to Your Excellency for Your 
Excelleney’s personal intercession on Lithuania’s behalf. 

Through no conceivable fault of its own, Lithuania 
has undergone, in the course of seven years, three con- 
secutive occupations, one more terrible than the other, 
by alien totalitarian powers. The third and present occu- 
pation, which began in July 1944, greatly transcends, in 
severity and horror, the two preceding ones. 

If the present situation behind the “Tron Curtain” is 
permitted to continue; if the civilized world does net 
raise its voice in protest and condemnation of these inhu- 
man crimes against international law and humanity, 
which now have been perpetrated for three years in 0¢- 
cupied Lithuania; if the free nations and states do not 
take urgent measures to prevail upon the Soviets to with- 
draw from Lithuania, the Lithuanian nation, three mil- 
lion strong, will be stricken, in the very near future, off 
the roll of nations, together with its sister nations Lat- 
via and Estonia, and the world community will lose for- 
ever a numerically small but unique member—unique by 
virtue of its origin, its language, its folklore, its popular 
art, and its customs. Through no act of its own, in its 
glorious past or the more immediate present, the 
Lithuanian people, composed for the most part of peace- 
ful, law-abiding agriculturists, has not merited such an 
indescribably horrid fate, as has been lately imposed on 
it by brute force. 

Despite the double Soviet “iron curtain,” which sep- 
arates the three Baltic States from the rest of the world, 
I have succeeded in obtaining exact and objective infor- 
mation regarding the present appalling state of affairs 
and the criminal character of Soviet policies in occupied 
Lithuania. The following is a short summary of the more 
pertinent facts: 

1) In violation of international law, the Soviet au- 
thorities have drafted and are still drafting the country’s 
youth for military service, despite Lithuania’s neutral 
status and the forcible nature of its incorporation in the 
Soviet Union. Furthermore, about 100,000 young people 
of both sexes, between fourteen and twenty years of age, 
were deported to the remote recesses of Russia for labor 
in the course of the one single year of 1945. The depor- 
tations were continued in 1946. 

2) The prisons are filled to overflowing. The condi- 
tions prevailing and the methods of examination em- 
yloyed in them are more reminiscent of Medieval than of 
modern times. Ninety per cent of all their inmates is 
composed of so-called political prisoners. After undergo- 
ing physical and mental torture for months on end, they 
are usually sentenced, without the benefit of a public 
trial, to terms of from eight to fifteen years of forced 
labor in the infamous Soviet concentration camps in the 
Arctic. 

The prisoners and the other Lithuanians seized for 
forcible deportations, are transported in conditions defy- 
ing description to concentration camps in the region of 
Vorkuta, not far from the Arctic Ocean. There they are 
forced, despite the murderous character of the climate 


and the permanent state of starvation in which they are 
kept, to perform the very heaviest type of work in the 
newly opened and primitively equipped mines. The Soviet 
concentration camps do not yield the palm in any respect 
to the notorious Nazi camps of Buchenwald, Dachau and 
Auschwitz. To the concentration camps in the region of 
Vorkuta the Soviets have deported many prominent Lith- 
uanian intellectuals, some of the most active members of 
the Lithuanian anti-Nazi underground movement and 
those political leaders who had not sought safety in flight. 


During the first Soviet occupation (1940-1941), about 
40,000 Lithuanians were deported to Soviet concentration 
camps or to Siberia. Since July of 1944, that number has 
risen to several hundred thousand. 


3) Lithuania, which had once aroused the envious ad- 
miration of its neighbors by the flourishing state of its 
national economy and its rising standard of life, is now 
reduced by the unceasing depredations of successive in- 
vaders, back-breaking levies, and the  sovietization of 
its economy, to the verge of starvation. The farming 
population is weighed down by an oppressive burden of 
compulsory agricultural deliveries, for which practically 
no payment is made. Failure to make these deliveries is 
punished with instant arrest and subsequent deportation 
to certain death in a Soviet concentration camp. 

4) In Western Germany and other countries in West- 
ern and Northern Europe, there are 80,000 Lithuanians 
who are unable to return to their occupied homeland, for 
death by famine or cold, these grisly concomitants of the 
Soviet prison and concentration camp, await them with 
the grim relentlessness of doom. 

5) The forcibly deported Lithuanians are replaced in 
Lithuania by colonists from Russia. At first, the latter 
were settled in towns and cities, but now they have made 
their appearance even in the rural areas. By the system- 
atic deportation and dispersion of Lithuanians through- 
out the Soviet Union and the importation of Russian im- 
migrants into Lithuania, the Soviets are putting into 
operation their plan for the extermination of the Lithua- 
nian people and for the colonization of Lithuania by alien 
populations. The number of Russians imported into Lith- 
uania now totals 400,000. 

6) The Lithuanian people have been deprived ot their 
most elementary rights and liberties. The educational 
system, the press, and the administration is , under the 
absolute control of the Communists. The Lithuanian peo- 
ple are obliged to participate under duress in various So- 
viet “elections.” 

And such an appalling state of affairs is found not 
in an enemy country, but in neutral Lithuania. Though 
it had suffered so many grievous wrongs at the hands of 
the Soviets in the course of their first occupation—the 
direct outcome of Soviet Russia’s agreement with Nazi 
Germany, the Lithuanian people resisted, with utmost 
vigor and no mean measure of success, the Nazi efforts 
to draw it into the War and to mobilize its youth for war 
against the Soviet Union. The Lithuanian people put all 
its trust in the promise of a better world held out in the 
Atlantic Charter, which had been signed by the Western 
Democracies, and the Soviet Union as well, and which ex- 
pressly guaranteed the right of all nations to jndepend- 
ence, But of what consequence is the disavowal of a sig- 
nature to a state which has calmly violated twenty-eight 
international treaties—treaties concluded with such ecun- 
tries as Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, and others? 
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the expression of my highest consideration. 
DR. KAZYS GRINIUS 


Former President of the Republic of Lithuania 
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